Hospitals and the hazard communication standard.
The previous three articles in this four-part series introduced the need for hazardous waste management in hospitals, the regulatory background, insights for determining which hospital waste streams are hazardous or infectious, and practical aspects of hazardous waste management for hospitals. In this final article in the series, the author focuses on the requirements of the federal Hazard Communication Standard, its relationship with state and local "right to know" laws, and actions a hospital should take to institute a hazard communication program.